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Al That Works With You,
Not Instead of You

Patent drafting remains one of the most intricate
and time-intensive functions in intellectual
property practice. While IP professionals are
trained to deliver strategic counsel, portfolio
alignment, and legal analysis, practitioners’ daily
work often involves substantial mechanical effort.
Many in-house patent attorneys report spending
as much as 60 to 70 percent of their time on
formatting, cross-referencing, and other
administrative tasks that, while necessary,

do not materially advance strategic objectives.

Advancements in artificial intelligence now make
it possible to streamline these procedural aspects
of drafting without compromising quality,
confidentiality, or professional control. The next
evolution of patent practice is not fully automated
drafting, but intelligently human drafting, with
technology that accelerates routine steps while
reinforcing the attorney’s central role in
authorship and legal decision-making.
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Reclaim Time for
Strategic Work

The true value of a patent lies in its claims and
in the reasoning that substantiates them.
Administrative or mechanically repetitive work
rarely contributes to this value. Al-assisted
drafting tools can reduce or eliminate many
low-value tasks, enabling attorneys to redirect
their time toward high-impact work such as:

» Developing and refining claims;

« Strengthening portfolios through strategic
analysis; and

» Advising internal stakeholders or clients
on IP positioning and risk.

Modern patent drafting technology can
perform a number of functions that previously
consumed attorney time, including:

Automatic figure and reference updates,
eliminating repetitive manual revisions;

Specification drafting generated from
attorney-authored claims;

Built-in review checkpoints to maintain
accuracy, consistency, and version control
throughout the drafting process;

Terminology harmonization, ensuring
consistent use of defined terms across
the entire application to prevent scope
drift and inadvertent disavowal; and

Figure—text consistency checks, confirming
that every referenced element, flow step,
and feature is actually depicted and
numbered correctly.

By automating the tasks that can be
standardized, attorneys can concentrate on
the substantive dimensions of their work that
require creativity, legal interpretation, and
professional judgment.

B Guide: Mastering the strategic foundations of patent drafting

Strong patent applications start long before the first word is written. Learn the essential practices that

make them defensible and valuable — from preparing for inventor meetings and structuring claims-
first workflows to telling a coherent story through descriptions and figures. Download Now
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Human-Led, Al-Assisted Transparent by Design

The most effective automated patent drafting Transparency is indispensable to legal

systems are built around professional authorship. professionals who must maintain accuracy,
The attorney remains the drafter; Al acts as a accountability, and ethical oversight. Advanced
verified assistant, performing only those Al drafting tools are increasingly designed to
functions whose results can be validated, traced, make every generated section fully traceable,
and reviewed. The workflow preserves the allowing users to see the source and logic of
attorney’s analytical control at every step. First, every line.

the attorney prepares the claims as usual, Next,

the Al tool expands the draft using those claims > [Bristy elaliilng) sifs dhusalel e il o e

and any uploaded reference materials. Finally, user.
the attorney reviews, edits, and approves each « All outputs should derive solely from the
section before proceeding. attorney’s internal materials, never from

_ _ ) external data.
This process ensures that legal analysis, drafting

judgment, and interpretive decisions remain » Each change and contribution should be

exclusively human, while the technology recorded to preserve auditability and
expedites repetitive or mechanical steps. compliance.

A helpful analogy is that of walking to a This level of visibility ensures attorneys remain
departure gate at an airport. The destination, informed and in full control of the drafting

an accurate, well-supported patent, is fixed. The process from beginning to end.

efficiency of the journey depends on when and
how one chooses to accelerate. Al functions here
as the “moving walkway,” expediting the path
without altering direction.

Responsible drafting platforms introduce
automation only where outcomes are consistent
and verifiable within portions of drafting that rely
on standardized language and formal precision,
not in creative reasoning. The result is a balanced
model: attorneys gain speed and efficiency
without surrendering authorship or control.
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Built for Professional and
Ethical Standards

Patent counsel are bound by professional duties
of confidentiality, accuracy, and independence.
Any technology adopted within this domain must
meet those same standards. Properly designed
Al drafting tools can augment professional
practice while safeguarding these obligations.

» SOC 2 Type 2 compliance or equivalent
frameworks ensure rigorous data-protection
protocols.

 Firewalled models prevent client information
from being used in model training or external
systems.

o Work-product protections preserve
attorney—client privilege and professional
independence.

Additionally, modern systems employ advanced
sentence-transformer architectures to maintain
syntactic precision and legal accuracy. The
inclusion of audit trails enables attorneys to
observe and validate every stage of drafting,
ensuring accountability at all times.

For Attorneys Who Value
Control

Patent attorneys are appropriately cautious

of any technology that purports to replace
professional expertise. The practice of patent
law depends upon precision, interpretive
reasoning, and ethical responsibility, attributes
that cannot be delegated to opaque or
unaccountable systems.

Al-assisted drafting represents a new
professional standard: technology that
supports, rather than supplants, human
expertise. These systems accelerate what can
be standardized while leaving all analytical
and interpretive work to the practitioner.

“You stay focused on drafting the
claims—the part you love—and
Al will handle everything else.
That’s the approach Al drafting
providers should be moving
forward with.”

— JUSTIN RERKO, IP ATTORNEY

B What IP could be: Designing practices around Al, not admin

Most IP functions today rely on processes from an earlier era. This article imagines what's possible

when Al is embedded from the ground up, transforming how attorneys engage with inventors,

evaluate disclosures, draft applications, and advise on portfolio strategy. Explore how Al shifts

IP info competitive advantage. Read article
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The Future of Patent
Practice Is Intelligently
Human

The evolution of patent practice will not be
defined by full automation, but by intelligent
collaboration between people and tools.
Al-assisted drafting equips attorneys, in-
house legal teams, and university
technology-transfer offices to produce
stronger, more consistent applications,
reduce administrative burden and drafting
time; and maintain full professional and
ethical oversight throughout the process.

The most effective integration of Al in legal
work is not Al drafting on behalf of the
professional, but Al working alongside the
attorney. Al-assisted patent drafting offers
a practical model for the next phase of
practice: a system that enhances precision,
accelerates productivity, and preserves
human judgment. The result is drafting that
is faster, more consistent, and, above all,
intelligently human.

Tradespace offers a practical alternative:
patent drafting technology that supports
legal judgment without displacing it. Built
for the realities of patent practice, Al patent
drafting tools streamline drafting and
obviate the tedium while keeping the
attorney in control of the process.
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Business Case

Test Tradespace on your own IP to see

how you can save time, develop stronger

disclosures and filings, and maximize
value for the business.

Get a Demo A
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